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“Deep Roots, Wide Branches” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the first harbingers of Spring is a plant named the skunk cabbage.  It likes wet and boggy  
environments to grow in. The name for this strange plant comes from the skunk like smell that lets  
pollinating flies or insects around know it’s ready for them.  The reason the skunk cabbage is one of the 
earliest plants to emerge from ground is because it generates its own heat to stimulate growth.  While other 
plants are fully dependent on the soil and air temp to warm up around them, the skunk cabbage contains its 
own source of heat on the inside.   
 

What does a skunk cabbage have to do with faith in Jesus Christ?  Jesus said in Matthew 5:14-15,  
“14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a 
lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.”  
Later on Paul encouraged Christians to not conform to the world around them but rather be transformed 
from the inside out by the renewing of their minds.   
 

Simply, A Christian life of faith should not look the same as the world around them.  When the world has 
chosen to turn inward and divisive, Christians are supposed to reflect the selfless service of Christ in  
caring for the interests of others first.  When the world chooses to harbor violence and hatred, Christians 
are called to show grace and agape love as we seek to be peacemakers.   
 

We are able to do this not because of the environment around us but from the power within us.  The Holy 
Spirit gives us the power, wisdom, and strength to faithfully follow God no matter what the environment is 
like around us.   
 

Reflect on how God is calling you to be a skunk cabbage in your environment today.  Ask God to help you 
rely on the environment around you and more on the Holy Spirit within you.  Who can you be a sign of 
life and light to this week? 
 
Grace and Peace, 
PJ 



MARCH Worship Schedule 
8:15 (Hymnal/Organ) and 10:30 a.m. (Praise Band) 

Find us on social media: 
   Churubusco United 

Methodist Church 
 

 
Ambassadors of the Gospel: 

The Congregation 
 

Staff 
Pastor: Rev. John Huff 
8:15 Music Director:  Mindy Cox 
10:30 Music Director:  Aaron Childress  
Accompanists:  Carmen Fitzpatr ick, 
                           Rosalie Geller, & Rolin Mains 
Office Manager:  Jennifer  Meyer  
Secretary:  Rita Ransom 
Building Superintendent:  Keith Shultz 
Children’s Director:  Bev Huntsman 
 

Nursery School Co-Directors: 
Debbie Leitch & Cheryl Fleetwood 
Nursery School Teachers: 

 
Volunteers  that process the newsletters for  
mailing each month include: 
 

 

 
Please let us know if you would like  

to start receiving your monthly  
newsletter through email instead  

of the U.S. Postal Mail. 
 

Also available on the church’s website: 
www.churubuscoumc.org 

8:15 a.m.—Traditional Worship 
*10:30 a.m.—Contemporary Worship 

Children’s Church & Nursery Available  

@ 10:30 a.m. Service 

*Livestreamed on Facebook 
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APRIL 2023 Newsletter Articles need  
submitted by the THIRD Sunday in MARCH:   

Sunday, March 19, 2023 
Give articles for newsletter to the church office or 

email:cumc99@aol.com.  

Shirley Fleming 
Mardell Rhodes 

Dallas Parish 
Gloria Parish 
 

 
Support Our Food Pantry 

The Last Sunday of this  
month you have a chance to…  

 

Be a blessing by donating  
 

JELLY & CANNED FRUIT 
on Sunday, March 26, 2023 

Koreen Knapp 
Jennifer Ruble 
Makenzi Tonkel 

Danielle Bischoff 
Nicky Brown 
Shuree Claymiller 
Shelly Davis 

buscoumc 

@buscoumc 

 
REMINDER: 

 

On Sunday,  
March 12  

at 2:00 a.m. 
 

DayLight- Savings 
Time  Begins 
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Sunday, February 26, 2023 ~ Lifting Up the Lowly 
Luke 2:25-38 

Jesus came to lift up the lowly. This is a central theme of Luke’s Gospel, which we find from the opening 
stories as God chooses and uses the “very old” and young people to bring about God’s purposes. 

 

Sunday, March 5, 2023 ~ Simon, Do You See This Woman? 
Luke 7:36-39; 44-48 

Jesus valued women, saw them, had compassion for them, ministered with them,  
and lifted them up. Jesus saw them as children of God, and Jesus sees you. 

 

Sunday, March 12, 2023 ~ Parables from the Underside 
Luke 18:9-14 

Unique parables in Luke point to Jesus’s mission to reach the outsiders, outcasts, and outlaws. 
 

Sunday, March 19, 2023 ~ On the Journey to Jerusalem 
Luke 17:11-17 

The healing of the Samaritan leper demonstrates Jesus’s passion for lifting up the lowly. 
 

Sunday, March 26, 2023 ~ The Final Week 
Luke 22:24-27 

In the final week of Jesus’s life, his teachings and encounters with others express what matters most to him.   
 

Palm Sunday (Sunday, April 2, 2023) 
Luke 19:29-40 

 

Maundy Thursday (April 6, 2023) at 7:00 p.m. 
Luke 22:14-23 

 

Good Friday (April, 7, 2023) at 12:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
Luke 23:32-49 

Jesus dies as a criminal, hung on a cross between two outlaws.  
In death Jesus continues to identify with the lowly. 

 

Easter Sunday (April 9, 2023) ~ The Crucified and Resurrected Life 
Luke 24:1-12 

The Resurrection is God’s final act of lifting up the lowly. In the Resurrection, Jesus defeats death and evil. 

 

If you would like to provide a LILY to adorn our altar on Easter morning,  
Sunday, April 9 in memory or in honor of a loved one, forms will be available 

in the hallway and church office.   Forms will be available beginning  
Sunday, March 12.  Please fill out the form and place it in the offering plate  
or bring it to the church by Sunday, March 26 and it will be included in the  

Easter bulletins.  Flowers are $15.00. 
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SIGN UP for Summer Camp TODAY! 
Visit www.impact2818.org to sign up for camp.   

 

Camp information is available near the bulletin 
board outside the Church Office.   

 

Please email Jennifer at cumc99@aol.com or call the 
church office for an I-Cash code that will cover 100% 
of the registration cost prior to registering your child.   
There is a non-refundable $50 fee (paid to CUMC) this 
year when requesting an I-Cash Code as there is a  
non-refundable fee that the church will be assessed if 
you have to cancel. 
 
IF YOU FEEL LED TO DONATE TOWARDS CHILDREN/YOUTH GOING 
TO CAMP PLEASE NOTE CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS ON YOUR GIVING. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Luke: Jesus and the Outsiders, Out-
casts, and Outlaws, pastor and bestselling 
author Adam Hamilton explores the life, 
teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
as told in the Gospel of Luke.  As we study 
Luke and see Jesus’ concern for those who 
were considered unimportant, we hear a 
hopeful and inspiring word for our lives  
today. 
 

Lenten Study continues Tuesdays at 
6:30 p.m. Books may be purchased via 
church office ($15).   

 

 
 
 

Open Hands  
Ministry 

This is a group for adults of all ages.   
We will focus on adult community, spiritual growth, 

and hands that seek to serve our church,  
our community and our world.    

   
 

2023 Mission Trip:  Watch for more details 
as we will be planning a 2023 Mission Trip.  
Add this to your “bucket list”.  There is  
always something for all to do.    

 
Bible Study:    Why Easter  
Matters by Andy Stanley.  Join us 
on Thursdays, from 5:30 – 7 on 
the dates indicated below: 
 
Class study Lessons are: 
  

1. The Risk of Surrendering to God  
 (March 2, 2023) 
2. The God Who Can be Trusted  
 (March 16, 2023) 
3. The Foundation of our Faith  
 (March 30, 2023) 
  
  
Open Hands Ministry Meeting:  Thursday, 
March 9, 2023 (5:30 – 6:30pm).  We are 
meeting to discuss our upcoming work/
construction/remodel project which is to 
take place at CUMC.  All interested in  
learning more, please plan to attend this 
meeting. 
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Children And Family Ministries 2023 

Scrips Make Great  Gifts! 
 
 

Visa, Walmart, Target, Meijer,  
and most fast food & chain  

restaurants (except McDonald’s), 
Local - Magic Wand.   

 
An updated list is on the bulletin 

board across from the water  
fountain near the church office. 

 
A specified percentage of each 

card sold goes to Children & Youth 
Ministries. 

 

Nursery School Notes 
 
 

We are taking registrations for the  
2023-2024 school year. 

 

 Wear Green on Wednesday, March 17 
for St. Patrick’s Day! 

 

 Parent Teacher Conferences: 
  AM Classes—Monday, March 22 
  PM Classes—Monday, March 29 
 
 

 Spring Break ~ No School—April 3 
through April 7.  First day back is 
April 10. 

 
Think Green!  Spring is Coming! 

Nursery School Staff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter for Kids! 
 

Let's take a Walk With Jesus  
Saturday, April 8 at 11:00am  

at CUMC  
 

We will discover what happened on Palm 
Sunday and the events that lead up to  
Jesus' Resurrection on Easter Sunday. 

Our walk will end with an Egg Hunt and 
sweet treats.  There may even be prizes and 

live animals to celebrate Spring and New 
Life!  All ages welcome! 
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Prayer Calendar 
 

After seeing a post on Facebook about the Native  
American Immersion tour offered by the Oklahoma Indian 
Missionary Conference, I registered for the tour because I 
am moved to educate about and advocate for Indigenous 
people.  This is a very powerful and, frankly,  
overwhelming desire that has led me to think, where is my 
call in this and what can I possibly do about the injustice 
of Indigenous people?  On the last day of the tour, as we 
were saying our goodbyes, I expressed to a Native  
American woman how overwhelmed I was feeling.  She 
looked me in the eyes, took my hand and said, “Thank 
you for seeing us, we want to be seen.  This means a lot to 
us.”  
 

Just like Bartimaeus, who wanted to see and who jumped 
up and followed Jesus on The Way, I now am compelled 
to “see” each person in a new light.  Bartimaeus didn’t 
just see with his eyes, his eyes were open to see like Jesus, 
who saw every person and loved them.   This is hard and 
this is what Jesus calls us to do.  May it be with us all. 
 

Lisa Bachman, Order of Deaconess and Home Missioner, 
Hope 4 Humanity, The Church at Spring Forest,  
Hillsborough, North Carolina 

KEEP IN MIND THAT ALL 
LADIES OF THE CHURCH—
YOUNG, SENIORS AND THOSE 
IN BETWEEN ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME AT MEETINGS—
FRIENDS TOO. 

Bring a paper product for Mission 25— The Lighthouse Shelter in Columbia City.  If anyone from our  
congregation would like to donate a paper product, leave it on the table in the corner of the lounge. 
 

From our February gathering Phil Elam, from Good Shepherd UMC in Ft. Wayne, gave a wonderful  
program with pictures about the Madina Village School in Sierra Leone, E. Africa.  His good friend, Francis 
Mustapha was born in Madina and was the son of the Chief.  He had a vision to build a school there some 
day knowing that education was the key for a better life for his people.  He came to the U.S. and received a 
degree in Biology from Marion Wesleyan College in Indiana where there is a plaque honoring him as a 
World Changer.  He was also selected as Indiana Teacher of the Year.  His teaching career took him to 
Snider High School where he taught until retirement.  His wife, Bobbie, was also a teacher.   
 

Civil War in Sierra Leone from 1992-2001 destroyed 1200 schools. 
 

Work began on the Madina Village School in 2011; every block was made by hand and the needed furniture 
was built from local lumber.  Each phase was completed as funding became available—debt free when  
finished!  It has 410 students thru 6th grade.  More than half of the students are girls.  They have a 100% 
graduation rate to go on to secondary school.  The first day of school was in 2013.  They have a head  
teacher, nurse and nanny there every day; meals are also served to the children. 
 

Francis Mustapha & his wife attend Good Shepherd UMC and so does Phil & Bonnie 
Elam.  Our church is a supporter of the school. Sierra Leone is about the size of South 
Carolina.  The Capital is Freetown.  It is about 60% Muslim.  Rice & mining are the 
main means of occupations.  Phil has been to Sierra Leone numerous times and was there 
when solar panels were installed at the health center which is now complete.  This phase 
involved our very own Doug Ahlfeld. 
 

For more information and pictures, check out their newsletter on the missions bulletin 
board by the office. 

United Women in Faith Gathering will 
be Wednesday, March 8 at 9:00 a.m.  

in the church lounge. 
 
Program:  A Call to Prayer & Self Denial  
 presented by Denise Geller.   
 

Devotions: Jera Kessler 
 

Refreshments: Dee Krause 
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Thank you for all the cards, 
phone calls and visits we are 
receiving as we navigate this 
cancer journey. Each one  
received lifts us up and let’s  

us know we are not alone. We are blessed 
with an awesome Church Family. 
 

Monte and Linda Gerig 
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Noah Yoder                                              03/01 
Cheryl Stucker                                          03/02 
Kynlee Shively                                          03/05 
Jonah Stucker                                           03/05 
Megan Cooper                                            03/06 
Gayle Doehrman                                          03/06 
Mark Herendeen                                          03/06 
Roger Allman                                            03/09 
Marilyn Helgesen                                        03/09 
Courtney Simonis                                        03/09 
Melissa Sarrazin                                        03/11 
Kathy Shively                                           03/12 
Janet Shroyer-Plunkett                                  03/13 
Kelsea King                                             03/15 
April Christlieb                                        03/16 
Dalton Hirschy                                          03/17 
Karen Kreiger                                           03/19 
Heather Ostrowski                                       03/19 
Delores Blessing                                        03/21 
Shelly Davis                                            03/22 
Mark Tomlinson                                          03/22 
George Schrumpf                                         03/23 
Samantha Griggs                                         03/26 
Joel Childs                                             03/27 
Perry Childs                                            03/27 
Jackie Johnson                                          03/27 
Jerilyn Ransom                                          03/27 
Chris Greve                                             03/28 
Debbie Corey                                            03/29 
Charlotte Cook                                          03/30 
Sara Yoder                                              03/30 
James Geller                                            03/31 

 
Please take time to wish  

those with MARCH birthdays  
a “Happy Birthday!” 

Extending deep and heartfelt sympathy  
to you and your family 

 

GARY BOCK 
PAT NARAGON 

The above names were listed in the  
prayer book for FEBRUARY. 

 
 
 
 

Get all the latest news and pictures of  
all the great ministry happenings.   

 

Search for “Churubusco UMC”  
and like us today!   

 

Better yet, share what we are posting so  
that others may be included into our  

awesome community! 

 

 

 
Check out our  
homepage at  

www.churubuscoumc.org  
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Worship Opportunities 
 
8:15 a.m. Sunday Worship (Hymnal/Organ) 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship (Praise Band) 
 

Spring Blessings to: 

         MARCH 2023 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
 
Our church is hosting a RED CROSS BLOOD 
DRIVE ON THURSDAY, MARCH 30 from 1:00 -
6:00 pm. YOU are invited to take part in 
this special event and donate blood for 
hospital patients in our neighborhoods 
and across the nation. The need for 
blood is constant, but only 3 percent of 
the U.S. population donates. 
 

To make an appointment or to learn 
more, download the American Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767).  
 

Roger & Carol Allman will be hosting this 
event for our congregation. They would 
like to see you there & can schedule your 
donation appointment. Call Carol at  
812-701-0577. THANK YOU! 


