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“Deep Roots, Wide Branches” 
As we step into a new month, I would like to share with you a sacred insight that I was 
blessed to experience while on Sabbath in September.  I was able to get away for a couple of 
days on the banks of Lake Superior for rest and prayer.  During one of my prayer times, I was 
moved to build cairns, which are basically stacked rocks balanced on one another.  There were 
other cairns already present so I gathered stones and began the process of building.  While I 
was building and balancing, I prayed.  While I was praying and building, the rocks kept  
becoming imbalanced and falling.  I noticed feelings of frustration and unease as they fell. 
After those feelings dissipated, I stopped and took time to examine those feelings and felt a 
peace.  I realized that when the rocks fell, there was beauty and grace in the falling apart and 

wisdom in moving forward.  I simply tried again and again and again until the rocks were balanced and remained.   
I quickly took a picture of it and sat praying.  
          Sometimes life feels like its falling apart, like everything is imbalanced and chaos is ruling the hour.  Yet, 
there is beauty and grace if we allow ourselves to see it.  As sung by Casting Crowns in their song, Just Be Held, 
“So when you're on your knees and answers seem so far away; you’re not alone, stop holding on and just be held; 
your world's not falling apart, it's falling into place; I'm on the throne, stop holding on and just be held.” Sometimes 
what seems to be falling apart is actually falling into place.  That is the beauty and grace.  While we cannot fully see 
it, God is at work doing a new thing. 

I could not help but see the church in this image.  1 Peter says that we are living stones (1peter 2:4-5).   
None of us are the same.  Some are smooth while some are rough.  Some are small while some are larger.  Some are  
newer while some are older.  And yet God calls all these stones to be stacked and become the temple, or house, that 
God has chosen to reside in.  We are not all the same for a purpose.  So that we may, in our diversity, reflect a fuller 
and more complete resemblance of our God. While we are not all the same, we share more in common than we  
disagree.  We are living stones, Jesus is the cornerstone, and God is building God’s Kingdom on earth in, through, 
and around us. 

While many United Methodists wait to see what may come from General Conference in 2024, some have 
gathered their stones and set off on new trails.  I grieve their departure and the void left.  I am frustrated and at  
unease and echo the words of John Wesley, “Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be 
of one heart, though we are not of one opinion? Without all doubt, we may. Herein all the children of God may 
unite, notwithstanding these smaller differences.” While I grieve, I also seek to allow myself to see the beauty and 
grace that God is revealing in this season.  I pray for those who have decided to set off on a new direction, while 
remaining hopeful for the work and witness of the United Methodist Church in our current setting.  I believe, in the 
midst of the falling apart and rebuilding, that God is gathering living stones and creating beautiful expressions of 
God’s grace so that the Church may, in our diversity, reflect a fuller and more complete resemblance of God to the 
world around us.  I am committed to this work and pray you will join together with me.   
 
If you have questions about the United Methodist Church going forward, please contact me directly. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor John 



OCTOBER Worship Schedule 
8:15 (Hymnal/Organ) and 10:30 a.m. (Praise Band) 

Find us on social media: 
   Churubusco United 

Methodist Church 
 

 
Ambassadors of the Gospel: 

The Congregation 
 

Staff 
Pastor: Rev. John Huff 
8:15 Music Director:  Mindy Cox 
10:30 Music Director:  Aaron Childress  
Accompanists:  Carmen Fitzpatr ick, 
                           Rosalie Geller, & Rolin Mains 
Office Manager:  Jennifer  Meyer  
Secretary:  Rita Ransom 
Building Superintendent:  Keith Shultz 
Children’s Director:  Bev Huntsman 
 

Nursery School Co-Directors: 
Debbie Leitch & Cheryl Fleetwood 
Nursery School Teachers: 

 
Volunteers  that process the newsletters for  
mailing each month include: 
 

 

 
Please let us know if you would like  

to start receiving your monthly  
newsletter through email instead  

of the U.S. Postal Mail. 
 

Also available on the church’s website: 
www.churubuscoumc.org 

8:15 a.m.—Traditional Worship 
*10:30 a.m.—Contemporary Worship 

Children’s Church & Nursery Available  

@ 10:30 a.m. Service 

*Livestreamed on Facebook 
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NOVEMBER 2022 Newsletter Articles need  
submitted by the THIRD Sunday in OCTOBER:   

Sunday, October 16, 2022 
Give articles for newsletter to the church office or 

email:cumc99@aol.com.  

Shirley Fleming 
Mardell Rhodes 

Dallas Parish 
Gloria Parish 
 

 
Support Our Food Pantry 

The Last Sunday of this  
month you have a chance to…  

 

Be a blessing by donating  
 

PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY 
on Sunday, October 30, 2022 

Koreen Knapp 
Jennifer Ruble 
Makenzi Tonkel 

Danielle Bischoff 
Nicky Brown 
Shuree Claymiller 
Shelly Davis 

buscoumc 

@buscoumc 

Do you need strength? Peace? 
Wisdom? Discipline? Ask for it!  

God will hear you.   
 

- Charles Swindoll 
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Please come and join us for: 

 

Children’s activities will be 6:00-6:30 p.m.   
Everyone is welcome, so invite family, 

friends, and neighbors to join you for food 
& fellowship. 

 
 

Upcoming Dates:  Nov. 16, Dec. 14 

Open Hands Ministry 
 

This is a group for adults of all ages.   
We will focus on adult community, spiritual growth, and hands  
that seek to serve our church, our community and our world.    

   

 
Fall Mission Trip:  Wednesday, October 5– Sunday, Oct 9, 2022:   
Habitat for Humanity is on a building blitz to build 12-20 new homes 

(September – November) to aid in those whose homes were lost due tornado conditions in De-
cember 2021.  There are 7 people attending the Fall Mission Trip to Hopkins County KY.   Please 
keep the following in your prayers as we seek to serve those in need and share the love of Christ. 

  
  

Our team will plan to share this experience with you.  Details with a date to follow. 
  
Bible Study, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. and meeting every other week in the lounge. All are welcome! 
“Signs & Wonders” by Amy-Jill Levine:  
  
Chapter topics include: 
October 13:  A bleeding woman and a dead girl: The importance of women’s bodies 
October 27:  Walking on water and stilling the storm: Ecological readings of the Gospels 
November 10:  The feeding of the 5,000 (or more): The centrality of bread 
December 1:  The raising of Lazarus: Taking death seriously 
  
Nativity Repair:   It was brought to our attention the outdoor nativity is in need of repair. Repairs 
started at the end of September and are to be finished up at the CUMC Garage on Thursday,  
October 6 at 9 am.  Check with Stan & Doris Horne as to help needed for this date. 

Jennifer Huff  
LeaAnn Manth 

 

Doug & Connie Claxton   
Wendy Herendeen 

Sam & Stephanie Schnurr 
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2023 Grant  
Application  

Endowment Fund 
 
The Endowment Fund originates 
with gifts and bequests from our  
congregation members. As of the 
2nd Qtr. of this year we have 
about $153,000 in the fund. With 
the help of the United Methodist 
Foundation of Indiana, the  
Churubusco UMC Endowment  
Committee manages this fund. 
From the interest that the fund 
generates, the Committee will 
award $7,200 in grants this year 
to support our ministries and 
mission in Calendar Year 2023. 
 
Grants are intended for the  
support of the ministries and 
missions of Churubusco United 
Methodist Church. These requests 
should be for items or services 
that are not currently budgeted 
in our church's 2023 budget. 
These grants can be used for 
specific items, training, unique  
opportunities to expand existing 
or develop new ministries, and 
the like. 
 
The Application Forms for Grants 
are available now in paper form 
from the church office or on 
line in Word or pdf Format. The 
applications need to be  
submitted no later than Sunday, 
October 30th. Our Committee will 
review all the applications  
submitted and will make multiple 
grants. These grants could fully 
or partially fund your request. 
The Grant Awards will be  
announced by December 1st. 

Coffee Fellowship Servers Needed 
 

· Would you like to meet new people attending 
our church? 

 
· Do you enjoy fellowship with others? 
 
We are needing Sunday morning coffee  
fellowship servers starting immediately.  They 
would be responsible for making coffee, setting 
up the serving table, and then cleaning up  
afterward, one Sunday every other month on a 
schedule. We serve coffee from 9:00 a.m. -10:15 
a.m. each Sunday. You would need to arrive at 
8:30 a.m. to start preparing.  

 
This is a great opportunity to serve the church as 
a coffee host. I will be training anyone interested 
on these October Sundays: Oct. 2 and 9th. 
Please join me or contact me if you are  
interested. This can be one to two persons, so 
great for couples or you and a friend. Contact me 
by email or phone at: janembunn@gmail.com or 
(260) 479-7190. 

Kitchen Needs 
 
The monthly meal ministry is in need of clean 
plastic food containers with lids to be used to 
store leftover food. These can be cool whip, 
butter, ice cream buckets, and any other 
clean containers. Please put your donations 
in the designated box in the kitchen. Thank 
you for helping us out. 
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Sunday, October 16, 2022 
 

All adults who work with children 
and youth are required to have Safe 
Sanctuary training and a background 
check.   A training has been  
scheduled for Sunday, October 16 
after second service to recertify and 
train new volunteers.  Even if you do 
not work regularly with children or 
youth but participate in special 
events such as VBS, Easter, and 
Trunk or Treat you are required to 
be certified for the safety of all  
concerned and for insurance  
purposes.  New background checks 
will need to be completed. 
 
A light lunch will be served and 
training will last no longer than 1 
hour.  Please put this date on your 
calendar. 

Children And Family Ministries 2022 

Scrip Cards are available for purchase.   
Lists are available on the bulletin board in the hallway.   

A specified percentage of each card sold goes to Children &  
Youth Ministries.  See Bev Huntsman with questions. 

Looking forward to CUMC’s Trunk or Treat on 
Saturday, October 29. 

Be thinking about how you want to decorate your trunk, 
truck or whatever!  We can provide supplies to decorate and 
treats!! It is great fun - you can even come and enjoy it 
without a trunk or truck - You can be involved by donating 
candy or bring your chair and pass out treats!  We have a 
great location here in our parking lot to see hundreds of 
princesses, super heroes, ghosts, and other great costumes! 
Keep watching for more information!  
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Prayer Calendar 
 

I saw God each time I walked with the young people who were 
guests with Launch Pad, a Nashville nonprofit.  I saw the trans-
formative power of God, who allowed allies to advocate and 
walk with them as they experienced being unhoused.  I learned 
the pure joy of appreciating a hot meal and shower.  I saw God in 
the faces of these young people while they laughed, played 
games and tried to get ready for the next day unhoused on the 
streets of Nashville.  I pray they saw God in my face and actions 
so God’s love could be understood as one of compassion and not 
judgment and punishment. 
 
Debbie Byrd, Order of Deaconess and Home Missioner,  
Morton Memorial United Methodist Church Feeding Ministry, 
Monteagle, Tenn. 

KEEP IN MIND THAT ALL 
LADIES OF THE CHURCH—
YOUNG, SENIORS AND THOSE 
IN BETWEEN ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME AT MEETINGS—
FRIENDS TOO. 

will be gathering on Wednesday, October 12 at 9:00 a.m. in the Church Lounge  
with Gloria Parish presenting a program on:  Bldg. Lady Liberty. 

Devotions:  Dee Krause 
Refreshments: Denise Geller 

 

From our September gathering the lesson was presented by Kathy Baer , our UWF Fellowship  
sister, on Use What You’ve Got Ministry that she is involved with providing transportation for a 
woman to the South Bend Correctional facility to visit a family member who is there.  This is under 
the umbrella of “Keeping Families Connected.”  More information about this on the UWF bulletin 
board.   
 

Use What You’ve Got, Keeping Families Connected Mission Statement is: 
Reuniting and educating families, that have been placed in disarray from crime, by providing them 
support services which will assist them to cope, transform and resist the potential negative effects of 
incarceration and related societal conditions. 
 

Use What You’ve Got Ministry was started in 1988 by Cecilia Whitfield, Trinity UMC.  It covers 
16 states, federal and juvenile facilities in Indiana and provides transportation by volunteers to  
families and friends to visit those who are incarcerated.  Their message is—People help change  
people.  Their funding comes from grants and donations. 
 

Kathy reported that 70% of those incarcerated have some sort of brain injury.  In 2019 there were 
719 round trips made for individuals.  They can always use volunteers. 

…  

Northeast District United Women in Faith—Mini School / Officer Enrichment 
Saturday, November 12, 2022 at Aldersgate UMC 

Speakers:  Rev. Jenn Huff and Carolyn Marshall, Lucille Raines 
Time: 9:00 a.m. (Car pooling from CUMC at 8:30 a.m.) 

Registration forms are on the UWF Bulletin Board in the hallway across from the Sanctuary.   
Registration deadline is Friday, November 4, 2022.  Fee is $12. 

Questions—Contact Denise Geller or Marna Morris 
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Nursery School Notes 
October 2022 

 

*OCTOBER THEME*  
“GOD’S CHANGING WORLD OUTDOORS”  

 
 

 
*FALL PARTY* 
On Monday, October 31st we will have Morning and Afternoon Fall Parties. Our schedule will remain the 
same with a parade, games and treats being added. Try to keep costumes simple so that the children can 
dress and undress themselves. Party Day is a good time to send a small treat to take home. The children will 
decorate Treat Bags.  
 
*DATES TO REMEMBER* 
 Payments are due on or before the first school day of each month. 
 “LITTLE STEPS FOR LEARNING” WALKATHON is Wednesday, October 12 (during school hours) 

 Additional information will be sent home at a later date. 
 No school on Friday, October 14 (Fall Break) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Church family: 
Thank you so much for your prayers and support 
during this difficult time. We were blessed by 
your cards, visits and other gestures of love after 
Emma’s passing. Thank you, too, to Pastor John 
for his guidance and support as we planned  
Emma’s funeral. A special thanks to Aaron  
Childress for sharing his gift of music. Darci 
and Emma would have been so pleased. We  
especially appreciated seeing all of the long-
time friends who helped with the funeral dinner. 
God is giving us comfort through all of you. 
 

The Family of Emma Sue Lewis 
 

Dear friends, I received your card a few days 
ago and appreciate being thought of.  It really 
made my day. 
 

Wilbur Shank 

Funeral Dinner Ministry 
 
Denise Geller, Barb Jones, and Marna 
Morris—Also, Eva Gilbert several 
years ago and her co-chair Laura 
Shank, who is now with the Lord 
chaired Funeral Dinner Ministry 
Teams for years. 
 

We turn this ministry over to  
Shelly Davis, Karen Lahr, and Kathy  
Shively.  Thank you Ladies for  
saying “Yes!” as we continue to help 
bring some comfort to grieving  
families.  We know that our  
congregation will give them the same 
cooperation you have given us over 
the years. 
 
 
Thank you ladies and some men too 
for helping me with dinners and 
providing food for the past 36 
years.  Harriet Veazey was my mentor 
and I learned so much from her.  I 
have been blessed by many people 
over the years:  Co-workers,  
pastors, and family members who lost 
loved ones.  The fellowship I’ve 
shared during these years working 
together will be truly missed. 
 

In Christ’s Love, Marna Morris 
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Wyatt Hirschy                                           10/01 
Kevin Smallwood                                         10/01 
Judy Fleming                                            10/02 
Joe Huntsman                                            10/02 
Callen Motter                                           10/04 
Addia Oler                                              10/05 
Brad Knapp                                              10/06 
Pamela Listenberger                                     10/06 
Linda Green                                             10/11 
Paul Sade                                               10/11 
Bill Anders                                             10/12 
Monte Gerig     10/12 
Jackson Ostrowski                                       10/12 
Mitchell Sarrazin                                       10/12 
Jennifer Helgesen                                       10/15 
Derek Gordon                                            10/16 
Carol Allman                                            10/18 
Sue Brumbaugh                                           10/18 
Jera Kessler                                            10/18 
Jennifer Meyer                                          10/19 
Ashley Uecker                                           10/20 
Donald Amber                                            10/21 
Alexia Aung                                             10/21 
Dara Yoder                                              10/22 
Sawyer Yoder                                            10/22 
Alayna Gordon                                           10/23 
LeaAnn Manth                                            10/23 
Ivy Stein                                               10/23 
Roger Brineman    10/24 
Justin Cornewell                                        10/25 
Doris Horne                                             10/26 
Ron Price                                               10/26 
Mardell Rhodes                                          10/28 
Brian Egolf                                             10/30 
Dee Krause     10/30 
Lola Schrumpf                                           10/31 

 

 
Please take time to wish  

those with OCTOBER birthdays  
a “Happy Birthday!” 

Extending deep and heartfelt sympathy  
to you and your family 

 

ROSS WALTER 
EMMA LEWIS 
NORM WILDS 

 

The above names were listed in the  
prayer book for September. 

Pastoral Care 
 

If you would like a visit from Pastor John  
please let the church office know  

at 260-693-2154 or email Pastor John  
at john.huff@inumc.org. 

 
 
 
 

Get all the latest news and pictures of  
all the great ministry happenings.   

 

Search for “Churubusco UMC”  
and like us today!   

 

Better yet, share what we are posting so  
that others may be included into our  

awesome community! 

 

 

 
 

 

Check out our homepage at  
www.churubuscoumc.org  



Churubusco United Methodist Church 
750 N. Main St. 
Churubusco, IN 46723 
Phone:  (260) 693-2154 
Email: cumc99@aol.com 
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Worship Opportunities 
 
8:15 a.m. Sunday Worship (Hymnal/Organ) 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship (Praise Band) 
 

October Blessings to: 

         OCTOBER 2022 

CHURUBUSCO UMC 
FALL FESTIVAL 

 

Saturday, October 22, 2022 
4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

 At the home of Stan & Doris Horne 
                                  7070 E 575 N, Churubusco, IN 

 
Bring a quart of chili to add to the “Chili Pot” to make some of the Best Chili  

you’ve EVER HAD!!  Also, bring your favorite apple or pumpkin dish if you like! 
 

JUST COME & ENJOY & BRING A CHAIR IF YOU LIKE (We have straw bales) 
 

Horse Drawn Hay Rides, Scarecrows, Live Music, Pumpkins, Scarecrow Walk, 
Kids Games, Pot of Chili & Hot Dogs on Open Fire, Campfires,  

Lots of activities for all ages, - and MORE!! 
 

OPEN TO ALL THAT ENJOY GREAT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP!!!   
Bring a Friend! 


